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Concerns about economic literacy have surfaced
repeatedly throughout the modern age, with calls to
enhance economic education aimed at mitigating a
variety of undesirable outcomes, from poor financial
judgment to civic incompetence. Conceptions of
good money management and responsible
citizenship, along with the types of economic
knowledge best suited to promote them, have also
varied over time and depending on the claim-
makers.

Working within the framework of the Sociology of
Knowledge Approach to Discourse (SKAD), the
thesis offers a history of economic education,
focusing on the interplay among deficit diagnoses,
models of virtuous adult behaviour, and the
advocacy for economic instruction. It explores the
ideas and initiatives of the two groups that
contributed most decisively to shaping the field of
economic education: the corporate world and
education professionals.
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